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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT PO 

SUBJECT: NORTHERN PERCEPTIONS OF CURRENT POLITICAL CRISIS 

1 . REACTION TO THE FALL OF THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL GOV- 
ERNMENT IN OPORTO AND IN SOME OUTLYING DISTRICTS WE HAVE 
VISITED IN THE PAST WEEK HAS BEEN SUBDUED. THE GENERAL MOOD 
SEEMS TO BE RESIGNATION TO A PERIOD OF CONTINUED POLITICAL 
AMBIGUITY AND FRUSTRATION OVER THE PERCEIVED INABILITY OR 
UNWILLINGNESS OF POLITICAL LEADERS TO PLACE NATIONAL NEEDS 
BEFORE PARTISAN INTERESTS. 

2. THE CONSULATE HAS NOT SO FAR PICKED UP ANY INFORMATION 
ABOUT THE INTERNAL MACHINATIONS OF THE PARTIES INVOLVED OTHER 
THAN THAT WHICH HAS BEEN REPORTED BY EMBASSY LISBON AND THE 
PRESS. WE WILL CONTINUE TO KEEP OUR EAR TO THE GROUND. HARRINGTON 
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